M.Sc. Graduate Position – Lake Sturgeon
Position #2 
M.Sc. position – Baseline water quality and contaminants in fishes of the Severn River. 
Supervisors: Dr. Mary-Claire Buell (Trent University) and Dr. Chris Furgal (Trent University) 
A M.Sc. position is available in Trent University’s Environmental and Life Sciences graduate program (www.trentu.ca/els) to investigate the water quality and contaminants in fish in the Severn River of northern Ontario. This is part of a larger study of the habitat and status of lake sturgeon in that river. Lake sturgeon are listed as endangered or threatened across much of their range. The study is a collaborative research project with First Nations and the Anishinabek/Ontario Fisheries Resource Centre (www.aofrc.org). In addition to investigating the suitability of water quality for sturgeon and levels of contaminants in the species, the study will document the baseline conditions in the relatively undisturbed river system, prior to any future development. The rich mineral resources in the region may attract mine development. 
Research: 
As part of a collaborative project with the A/OFRC and First Nations, the student will have opportunities to engage with other graduate students and First Nation communities in a team environment This will include: (a) design and undertake a citizen-science type survey of the Severn River water quality for fish and human use; (b) create a guardian-based sampling program for contaminants in lake sturgeon in the river; and (c) facilitate the generation of traditional and local knowledge about the status and contamination of the waters and fish of the Severn River, including engagement of the communities with the design and interpretive results of the investigation. Student activities Could include (a) Engagement with communities in setting quality targets for water use and fish consumption; (b) Identification of community and user concerns about specific contaminants, locations and social determinants of health; (c) Delivery of training on sampling and analysis of contaminants in water and fish flesh; and (d) Co-planning and initiation of a guardian-based monitoring program for water quality and fish contamination. The student should be prepared to both travel to some northern communities and undertake analyses of samples in a Trent University laboratory setting. 
Qualifications and Eligibility: The successful candidate must have a B.Sc. or comparable degree in Indigenous Environmental Science, Biology, Environmental Forensics or a related discipline. The ideal candidate will have experience working with or living in First Nation communities. Strong verbal and writing skills are required. The 
candidate must meet the requirements for admission to graduate studies at Trent University. 
To Apply: Please send the following to Dr. Mary-Claire Buell (maryclairebuell@trentu.ca) and Dr. Chris Furgal (chrisfurgal@trentu.ca): 
· A statement outlining research interests and career goals 
· C.V. and unofficial university transcript 
· Contact information for two references 
Deadline: Applications will be reviewed as they are received.
